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In April 2018, the Government published its Serious Violence Strategy (the Strategy) to address rising levels of knife crime, gun crime, and homicide. The Strategy prioritises early intervention and prevention to tackle the root causes of youth violence and prevent young people from committing crimes.

In March 2019 the Government announced the £100m Serious Violence Fund (the Fund). £35m of this is allocated specifically to establish and build on existing Violence Reduction Partnerships (VRPs).

What is the VRP Fund?
The VRP Fund provided targeted financial support doe local areas to help them estabilsh or expand local Violence Reduction Partnerships. In establishing or expanding on a VRP, the funding must be used to support the delivery of the VRP ‘core function.

What is the VRP core function?
The VRP core function is to offer leadership and, working with all relevant agencies to coordinate a local response to serious violence.

VRPs enabled by the funding must support a multi-agency, ‘public health’ approach, focusing on early intervention.

VRPs should work closely with local organisations and partnerships to coordinate a response to serious violence. Including organisations working on early intervention, to ensure that any new provision and activity builds on, complements and enhances existing arrangements.

Aims of the fund
Consistent with the proposed legal duty to support a multi-agency approach to preventing and tackling serious violence, in implementing the public health approach, local areas should adopt the World Health Organisation’s definition, which we have summarised as follows:
· focused on a defined population;
· with and for communities;
· not constrained by organisational or professional boundaries;
· focussed on generating long term as well as short term solutions;
· based on data and intelligence to identify the burden on the population, including any inequalities; and2

· rooted in evidence of effectiveness to tackle the problem.
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We are seeking an experienced service provider to deliver a responsive, music-based mentoring programme for young people across Dudley Borough who are at risk of offending, involved in anti-social behaviour, or disengaged from education.
The service should bring trusted mentors directly into identified youth crime and anti-social behaviour hotspots. Mentors should offer a safe, supportive, and creative space where young people can build constructive relationships, develop skills, and make positive choices.
What the funding is for
This funding supports early intervention and diversion activities that combine music creation with targeted 1-to-1 and group mentoring. The programme aims to help young people understand the consequences of violence and criminal exploitation while building personal resilience and practical pathways forward.
Delivery could include:
[image: ]  Interactive creative music sessions, such as songwriting, music production, instrumental practice, and performance.
[image: ]  Structured mentoring focused on emotional resilience, self-expression, communication, and teamwork.
[image: ]  Clear guidance to help young people explore positive future options in education, employment, or community involvement.
Key outcomes
The aim of the project should use music and mentoring sessions to increase confidence and healthy emotional expression, improve interpersonal skills, increase awareness of the risks and consequences of violence and exploitation, create meaningful connections with mentors and peers.
Funding and reach
[image: ] Total Grant: £9,600
[image: ]  October 2026 – March 2027
[image: ]  Young people at risk of youth violence or disengaged from services.
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A total of £9,600 will be allocated to deliver Wellbeing and trauma support between Oct 26- March 27. The funding will be distributed via a grants panel, and each application will undergo a thorough review and evaluation.

Applications will be assessed based on their value and impact. Key considerations will include:

[image: ]  The expected number of people you aim to reach
[image: ]  The diversity of your target audience
[image: ]  Details around your delivery model
[image: ]  The location of delivery

When completing your application, please make sure your costings are clearly listed.
Who can apply?

Any voluntary organisation, community group, faith based organisation or social enterprise that operates in Dudley borough.
What kind of things can be funded?

Some examples might be:
[image: ]  Materials and equipment for group activities
[image: ]  Management fee
[image: ]  Volunteer expenses
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[image: ]  Room and venue hire
[image: ]  Sessional worker costs
[image: ] Refreshments



Applying for Funding
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This is a small grants programme, unfortunately the funding cannot be used to pay for:
[image: ]  Part-time or full-time staff salaries
[image: ]  Contributions towards the rent of a building
[image: ]  Transportation costs

What do I need to submit with my application form?

[image: ]  Safeguarding policy (If applicable)
[image: ]  Health and safety policy
[image: ]  Proof of bank account in the name of the organisation or group
[image: ]  Proof of liability insurance

If we’re interested in taking your application further we may ask you to provide us with some additional information about your policies and procedures.

If we’re successful, how will we receive the funding?
Successful applicants will receive the entirety of the agreed funding prior to delivery.
All groups that are funded will be expected to do the following:
[image: ]  Sign a grant agreement, between yourselves and Dudley CVS
[image: ]  Submit requested documents for quality assurance purposes
[image: ]  Submit evaluation forms (quarterly)
[image: ]  Submit a budget sheet
Applying for Funding
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All applications will be looked at by a grant panel made up of representatives from several organisations. It will be carefully reviewed and considered.


	Deadline for applications
	Friday 2nd October 2026

	Successful applicants notified
	9th October 2026

	Delivery
	October 2026 -
31st March 2027




What support is available?

We want to make it as simple as possible for groups and organisations to access the funding. If you would like to chat about ideas, please email ben@dudleycvs.org.uk or call 01384 573381.
Funding FAQs
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Your Name

Organisation Address

Phone	Postcode

Email
Question 1. Please describe the aims of your organisation

Question 2. What is your organisations annual income?
£

Question 3. How are you primarily funded?

Application Form


7


Question 4. Please share any relevant delivery experience.


Question  5. How many people do you intend to reach?


Question 6. Please share the area your programme would be delivered in.


Question 7. If successful, how long would it take you to start delivering the proposed activity?
Please provide your expected timescale.
Application Form
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Question 8. Please describe delivery model in detail, including your target audience, target age and details of how you will deliver the targeted support.
Please refer to the criteria on pages 5-6 and continue on a separate sheet if necessary.
Application Form
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£

Question 14. Please provide a budget breakdown

	Budget Heading
	Cost

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	Total:
	£


Question 15. Any additional information?

Please submit your application form and documents listed on page 6 to:
info@dudleycvs.org.uk by 5pm on Friday 2nd October 202610

Application Form



[image: ]
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01384 573381

info@dudleycvs.org.uk

If you require this report in another language or format,
please get in touch.
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